
FEATURING…

• Letter from the Minister
• Immunizing Children in Care Against H1N1

Canadian Publication Mail Agreement
Number 40036752

NOTICE
Deadline for submissions for next BRIDGE

January 1, 2010

ALBERTA FOSTER PARENT ASSOCIATION
9750 - 35 Avenue

EDMONTON, Alberta T6E 6J6

Return Undeliverable Canada Addresses to:

THE NEWSPAPER OF THE ALBERTA FOSTER PARENT ASSOCIATION

November 2009

THE BRIDGE

Happy Holidays
and

a Memorable New Year

From our families to yours ...

From the Staff and Board of Directors
of the Alberta Foster Parent Association



Page 2

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

Norm Brownell
13719 Deer Run Blvd. S. E.
Calgary, AB T2J 6L3
(403) 271-9011 (h) (403) 271-3029 (Fax)

VICE-PRESIDENT
Sylvia Thompson
Box 7873
Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1S9
(780) 727-3745 (h) (780) 727-3781 (Fax)

DIRECTOR - ABORIGINAL CENTRAL
Vacant

DIRECTOR - ABORIGINAL NORTHEAST
Vacant

DIRECTOR - ABORIGINAL SOUTH
Peter Strikes With A Gun
Box 13
Brocket, AB T0K 0H0
(403) 965-2241 (h)

DIRECTOR SOUTHWEST - REGION 1
Marlin Meyer
2127 - 16 A Avenue
Coaldale, AB  T1M 1J9
(403) 345-4128 (h)  (403) 345-2327 (Fax)

DIRECTOR SOUTHEAST - REGION 2
Ralph Welzel
5, Madison Court
Strathmore, AB  T1P 1M5
(403) 934-8299 (h)  (403) 934-3266 (Fax)`

DIRECTOR - REGION 3
John Starkey
606 Oakhill PL SW
Calgary, AB T2V 3X8
(403) 281-4691 (h) (403) 251-7777 (Fax)

DIRECTOR - REGION 4
Heather Guard
RR 1, Site 2, Box 24
Winfield, AB  T0C 2X0
(780) 682-2272 (h)  (780) 682-2458 (Fax)

DIRECTOR - REGION 5
Rene Rajotte
Box 3213
Wainwright, Alberta  T9W 1T2
(780) 842-2098 (h) (780) 842-4205 (Fax)

DIRECTOR -  REGION 6
Linda Krauskopf
9505 - 95 Street
Morinville, AB T8R 1H9
(780) 939-5035 (h) (780) 939-5519 (Fax)

HONORARY DIRECTOR - REGION 6
Vina McKee
10112 - 171 A Avenue
Edmonton, AB  T5X 4L4
(780) 991-5007(cell) (780) 469-2760 (Fax)

DIRECTOR - REGION 7
Beverly Towe
Box 6466
Bonnyville, AB  T9N 2H1
(780) 826-4129 (h) (780) 826-6126 (Fax)

HONORARY DIRECTOR - REGION 7
Kimberly Lewis
Box 2212
Athabasca, AB  T9S 2B7
(780) 675-9176 (h)

DIRECTOR - REGION 8
Mary Legeyt
RR# 2
Sexsmith, AB  T0H 3C0
(780) 568-2186 (h)  (780) 568-2494 (Fax)

HONORARY DIRECTOR - REGION 8
Andrea Kolodychuk
Box 197
Blue Sky, Alberta  T0H 0J0
(780) 835-2112 (h)  (780) 835-2181 (Fax)

DIRECTOR, REGION 9
Vacant

DIRECTOR, REGION 10
Vacant

BRIDGE EDITOR
Norm Brownell

PUBLISHER
Melissa Johnson

OFFICE STAFF
        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Katherine Jones (Direct Line 780-701-4089)
        PERMANENCY SUPPORT WORKER

Lavona Coutts (Direct Line 780-701-4090)
        ACCOUNTING OFFICER

Brenda Rabie (Direct Line 780-701-4091)
        ADMINISTRA TIVE SUPPORT III

Lucille Jamieson (Direct Line 780-701-4092)
        ADMINISTRA TIVE SUPPORT II / Receptionist

Amey Zwaan (780-429-9923)

A.F.P.A. PHONE (780) 429-9923
FAX (780) 426-7151

1-800-667-2372
E-mail:  info@afpaonline.com    www.afpaonline.com

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Norm Brownell

Hello Foster Families, now that we are into the fall season it’s time to ref lect back since the last

issue of the bridge.

Our childr en’s summer program was very successful with  Sylvia Thompson and Linda Krauskopf

running the program. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped out. The children were well

looked after and enjoyed their week at camp. The camp committee is planning to run three one

week programs in 2010.

As we are winding down at our James River camp for the season, I want to share with you some of the work our volunteers

performed. Over the summer and early fall we have had several work-bees. The following things were worked on:

· Stained the exterior of our four new cabins

· Installed four new heaters and gas lines

· Installed the weeping tile and backfilled

· Built new shed to store the paddle boats and canoes

· Shampooed chairs and carpets in the lodge

· Installed exhaust f an in boiler room

Thank you volunt eers for your dedication to improving the camp for our childr en to enjoy.

Some of the new projects at the camp are (if funding is available):

· Drill a new well to support our existing well

· New windows in the f ireside lounge and bedrooms

· Metal Clad siding on the lodge (maintenance free)

The AFPA hosted the Canadian Foster Family Board of Directors on October 16th -18th. This is the second year that the CFFA

have held meetings at James River. The CFFA has made great strides over the last several years, helping the fostering

community  become more visible in Canada. They are still not  receiving funding from the Federal Government and rely on

fundraising. You can help support the Canadian by buying a donor membership for $20 per year or $100 for 6 years. They can

issue you upon request a taxable donation receipt; also you will receive issued of their  newsletter every year. Please help support

a worthy organization.

I hope many of you had the opportunity  to attend our 36th Annual Training Conference in Jasper from November 5th – 8th. It

was a great success and wonderful time had by all. If you weren’t able to attend this year be sure to watch the website for next

year’s conference updates.

Our family would lik e to wish everyone a very merry Christmas and happy holiday season!  May 2010 be f illed with  good health

and prosperity.
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VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Sylvia Thompson

I hope everyone had a good summer. It’s hard to believe it’s over already.

This year’s summer camps went very well. Our sessions had approximately 40

campers in each. We were fortunat e that the weather was good. Our campers

enjoyed various activities and craft sessions. How many families have new bird

houses? One of the highlights for the childr en was the use of the paddle boats.

They LOVED them. Everyday all the campers had a session where they got to

simply paddle around. Thank you again Red Deer & District Foster Parent Associa-

tion.

The dates for next year’s camps are as follows:

July  11 - 16:    7 to 9 year olds

July  18 – 23:   W ilderness Camp (ages to be announced)

August 8 - 13:     Sibling Group Camp

Again this year, I was amazed by our kids. While  you could expect some issues, for

the most part they are considerate, understanding, helpful and accepting of each

other. It was great to see them trul y become a group.

Best wishes to you and your family over the holiday season!

See you all next year.

NOTICE OF MOVE

Please be advised that as of Monday, November 30, 2009,

The Alberta Foster Parent Association’s office will
be moving to a new location.

We kindly ask that you please forward any mail to our new
address at:

Alberta Foster Parent Association
9750 - 35 Avenue

Edmonton, AB
T6E 6J6

CONGRATULATIONS
2009 AFPA Bursary Award Recipients:

Emily Shea

Novlette Akkermans

We wish you both the very best of luck in your studies!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Katherine Jones

It has been another busy time for the Alberta Foster

Parent Association with getting ready for our

November conference in Jasper, preparing for a move

to a new off ice building and staying on top of the day

to day business of the Association.  There never seems

to be a dull moment.

We will be moving to a new off ice location on the south side of Edmonton in early

December.  Our new address will be 9750 – 35 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6E 6J6.  Our

telephone and fax numbers will remain the same.  I hope that some of you will drop

in for a visit when you are in the area.

It was a pleasure attending various Foster Family Week functions!

Thank you for all the invitations!  It is so nice to be a part of the

activities that acknowledge the hard work and dedication of

foster families province wide and to participate in celebrating the

accomplishments of foster families who have given years of their  lives to help make

this world a better place for the childr en they care for.  Each milestone is something

to be proud of.  Thank you for all you do.

Since my last Bridge report we have had a couple Steering Committee meetings and

the following are some of the areas that have been discussed at that table:

· Transitioning

· Amendments to the Child Youth and Family Enhancement Act (Appeals)

· Mediation

· Administrative Reviews

· Dri ver’s insurance for youth in care with  a license

· Special Rates

· Compensation during an investigation

· Def initions  of respite

If you have any questions regarding these issues please contact your Regional AFPA

Director.

I would lik e to congratulate David W ilson on his promotion  to Acting Dir ector of

Children and Youth Services.  We look forward to working with  you David.

I would lik e to thank Minis ter Tarchuk for all the work she has done on behalf of

Children and Youth thr oughout the province.  The Alberta Foster Parent Association

appreciates the work you and your staff do.

In closing I would like to wish everyone a wonderful, peaceful Holiday Season!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ REPORTS

REGION 4
Heather Guard and Mike Thompson

It is almost the end of the year again, my how time flies. I would like to

welcome Scott Stetson back to work in Red Deer. Scott has been looking after

training for so many years it is good to see him back in good health.

Last report I requested information from foster parents in our region in

regards to setting up a mentor ship program, unfortunately I received no

response. I believe this is a valuable resource for new foster parents so please

contact me if you are interested in receiving a mentor in your area or willing to

offer some time as a foster parent to a new family.

Congratulations to all the foster parents and social workers receiving awards

at our fall retreat in Red Deer it is well deserved. Not enough could be said for

all the good work you commit yourselves to for Alberta’s children.

Times are getting harder for our district offices as the year draws to an end

and finances get cut. Please be patient with your case workers as they try to

stay within budgets, it is a difficult time for all.

On behalf of the Board I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a

prosperous New Year.

REGION 1
Marlin Meyer

This summer our Society held its annual summer bbq on August 18th. The

weather was good and the burgers yummy. Many thanks go out to the ladies

who made the salads and did the shopping. This event saw close to 100 attend;

a great time indeed.

The Annual AFPA Conference was held from November 5th – 8th, 2009. This

conference is a great training experience along with opportunity for some

much needed R & R. Hopefully many of you took the opportunity to attend this

year and if not make sure to mark it on your calendars for next year. The date

for next year will appear on the AFPA website as soon as it is determined. Be

sure to check the website regularly for updates at www.afpaonline.com.

Please keep in mind that our society is planning a weekend of training in the

New Year. We are doing this training on Reactive Attachment Disorder. As well,

upcoming social events include a bowling night and skating. Please plan to

attend.

REGION 3
John Starkey

The fall season is now upon us. Our children are back in school… Guides,

Scouts, music lessons, sports teams (hockey) and other activities have

commenced.

October brought us Foster Family Week or as we in Calgary like to celebrate

“Foster Family Month”. Our activities included:

October 17th - Swimming and pizza party at the V.R.R.I pool at the University of

Calgary

REGION 2
Ralph Welzel

September and now comes our summer. What a strange year of weather we

are having. October and now comes winter.

I hope holidays were good for everyone! School started however with

weather being so nice it is hard to keep the children interested in school work.

I hope we all enjoyed a great Thanksgiving, the awards night during Foster

Parent’s Week, and let us not forget the AFPA conference that was held in

Jasper.

Darwin Presley is the new Brooks president with Barret Bain as support.

Medicine Hat has 3 new FAST members which should be in this issue of the

Bridge. Both associations are looking for fundraising strategies to help support

events in the future. Any ideas?

Happy Holidays and Happy Fostering!

October 19th – Flag raising ceremony at City Hall where the proclamation from

the Mayor was read. This was followed by a luncheon at Centini’s restaurant.

We eagerly await the update from Mr. Centini on how his 2 adoptive boys are

progressing.

October 24th – Our foster parents and social worker’s citation banquet with

entertainment! This is always a well attended affair where we honor the

foster parents who have received their 5, 10, 15 etc. year milestones. Our

foster parent and social worker of the year are also recognized here.

October 28th – Laser tag and pizza party which has always proved to be very

popular.

November 6th – 9th - Annual AFPA Training Conference and Awards Banquet in

Jasper

Please enjoy the hot chocolates and coming holiday season!

See you all in the New Year!

Board Reports - Continued on Page 12
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FOSTER ALLEGATION SUPPORT TEAM MEMBERS
(F.A.S.T.)

Alberta Foster Parent Association is responsible for the F.A.S.T. Program.
Alberta Foster Parent Association

9750 - 35 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6E 6J6

Tel: (780) 429-9923 Fax: (780) 426-7151
Provincial Tel: 1-800-667-2372

E-mail: info@afpaonline.com

CHAIRPERSON
Marie Brownell
13719 Deer Run Blvd. SE
Calgary, AB  T2J 6L3
Tel:  (403) 271-9011
Fax:  (403) 271-3029

Region 1

Linda Faye Campbell
2209 - 19 Avenue S
Lethbridge, AB T1K 1E7
Tel: (403) 380-6528

Heather Thibault
117 Sherwood Blvd. West
Lethbridge, AB  T1K 6E7
Tel: (403) 388-4944

David Maiers & Bev Tailfeathers
Box 593
Cardston, AB T0K OKO
Tel: (403) 737-2014

Andrew Kippers
Site 10, Comp 20, RR 8
Lethbridge, AB  T1J 4P4
Tel: (403) 394-2478

Region 2

Tammy Beach
Box 358
Redcliff, AB  T0J 2P0
Tel: (403) 548-7998

David Chow
27 Valleyview Drive SW
Medicine Hat, AB  T1A 7K5
Tel: (403) 548-6890

Christy Parsons-Donnelly
98 Scott Crescent SE
Medicine Hat, AB  T1B 2M7
Tel: (403) 580-2066

Lynette Slack
2392 Hatcher Drive NE
Medicine Hat, AB  T1C 1X5
Tel: (403) 527-8084

Region 3

Marie Brownell
13719 Deer Run Blvd. SE
Calgary, AB  T2J 6L3
Tel:  (403) 271-9011
Fax:  (403) 271-3029

Doreen Heide
Box 562
Cochrane, AB T4C 1A7
Tel:  (403) 637-3911

Dave & Aileen Abma
27-2 St, SE
High River, AB
Tel: (403) 652-4691

Lisa Jones
87 Crystal Ridge Close
Okotoks, AB  T1S 1W5
Tel:  (403) 995-1599

Verna Isley
RR# 1
Airdrie, AB  T4B 2A3
Tel:  (403) 948-4558

Roxanne Droppo-Treme
Box 1048
Crossfield, AB  T0M 0S0
Tel: (403) 946-0054

Kelly Babin
1112 Meadow Brook Dr.
Airdrie, AB  T4A 1W9
Tel: (403) 948-3923

Region 4

Wade & Debbie Holland
Box 1627
Hanna, AB T0J 1P0
Tel:  (403) 854-2217

Charleen Leslie
3 Spruce Close
Lacombe, AB T4L 2L3
Tel:  (403) 782-7503

Linda Carter
37 Eggleton Str.
Red Deer, AB  T4R 2L2
Tel:  (403) 346-1988

Marlene & Mike Robertson
57 Kennings Crescent
Red Deer, AB  T4P 3M8
Tel:  (403) 346-1487

Holly Turigan
Box 631
Bowden, AB T0M 0K0
Tel:  (403) 224-2689

Brenda Day
RR1
Sundre, AB T0M 1X0
Tel:  (403) 556-3895

Sandra Wilson
Box 119
Munson, AB  T0J 2C0
Tel: (403) 823-7820

Jeff Luxen
203 Silverthorn Close
Olds, AB T4H 1B2
Tel:  (403) 556-2175

Sylvia Thompson
Box 7873
Drayton Valley AB  T7A 1S9
Tel: (780) 727-3745

Heather Guard
RR1, Site 2, Box 24
Winfield, AB  T0C 2X0
Tel: (780) 682-2272

Kathleen Burnett
RR1
Clive, AB  T0C 0Y0
Tel: (403) 784-2412

Region 5

Rick Thornton
Box 56
Chipman, AB T0B 0W0
Tel:  (780) 764-2636

Ron Hillis
RR# 1
Ferintosh, AB  T0B 1M0
Tel: (780) 877-0172

Samara Stonehocker
RR1
Wainwright, AB  T9W 1W1
Tel: (780) 842-3419

Region 6

Paulette Kopp
Box 539
Bon Accord, AB  T0A 0K0
Tel:  (780) 921-3393

Vina McKee
10112 – 171A Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5X 4L4
Cell (780) 991-5007

Linda Krauskopf
9505 – 95 Street
Morinville, AB T8R 1H9
Tel:  (780) 939-5035

Colleen Simpson
Box 10, Site 218, RR2
St. Albert, AB  T8N 1M9
Tel: (780) 973-5492

Glenda Barrera
11507-141 Avenue
Edmonton, AB  T5X 3Z7
Tel:  (780) 456-4087

Region 7

Pat Mahe
Box 129
St. Vincient, AB T0E 1V0
Tel: (780) 635-2648

Stephen & Susan Lander
Box 96
Cherry Grove, AB T0A 0T0
Tel: (780) 594-0904

Brian & Joyce Golding
Box 7078
Edson, AB T9E 1V4
Tel: (780) 723-2855

Joanne Ruck
43 Wedow Drive
Whitecourt, AB T7F 1B6
(780) 706-7397

Region 8

Seth and Holly Barnfield
RR 2, Site 4, Box 4
Sexsmith, AB T0H 3C0
Tel:  (780) 568-4009

Lori & Don Potvin
Box 268
High Prairie, AB  T0G 1E0
Tel: (780) 523-4905

Sheila Wolfe
Box 11
High Level, AB  T0H 1Z0
Tel:  (780) 926-3437

Region 9

Region 9 is currently being serviced by FAST
reps from out of Region.  New reps from
Region 9 are being recruited and will be
trained as soon as possible!

Region 10

Region 10 is currently being serviced by
FAST reps throughout the many other
Regions.



Letter to the Editor of the Bridge Newsletter

I had the opportunity to spend a day at the 36th AFPA

Conference with 25 individuals who dedicated an all

day session to contribute their expertise as foster

parents and the impact of fostering on their biological

children.  Their disclosure of the experiences has

assisted me in determining the need for services for the

children whose parents have dedicated their families to

provide stability, care and a sense of family to children

in care of Alberta Children & Youth

Services. On behalf of the “forgotten

hero’s”, many thanks to all who participated

in the workshop.

Ruth Rosen

Thank You

The AFPA and
James River Children’s Camp

wishes to thank the following people:

Marlin Meyer – Chef

Tom Davies – Chef

Marie Brownell

Norm Brownell

Jessica Beekman

Yolanda Leeuwenburgh

Kim Lewis

Jed Laidlaw

Courtney Sather

Casandra Sather

Katarina Meyer

Rose Meyer

Robert Sommer

Belle Lafrentz

Madison Martens

Timmy Davies

Kennedy Davies

Emily Page

Anastasia Evarts

Kimberly Morin

Jay Dave

Elvis Pinksen

Alex Provencher

Maria Dorward

Ryan Bustin

Odeliah Laidlaw

Shifirah Laidlaw

Shoshana Laidlaw

Darian Okeynan Crane

Ryan Bustin

Lisa Hicks

Please know that without your help, our camp could

not have been possible.

Thank You,

Sylvia Thompson & Linda Krauskopf



Message for The Bridge:
Immunizing Children in Care against H1N1

Given the current H1N1 pandemic; you may have questions regarding
immunizing children in your care against H1N1.

All decisions regarding health services that your foster child receives,
including immunizations, must be made in consultation with your foster
child’s caseworker and guardian.  Caseworkers have recently received
direction from their respective regions regarding H1N1 immunizations
for children in care.  Contact your foster child’s caseworker with any
questions or concerns regarding H1N1 immunization.

If you or the children in your care experience flu-like symptoms, you
should contact the Alberta Health Link at 1-866-408-LINK (5465) for
advice on how to care for symptoms and whether or not to seek medi-
cal treatment.  If you or another primary caregiver of your foster child
receives a confirmed diagnosis of H1N1, or is hospitalized due to severity
of symptoms, you must let your foster child’s caseworker know as soon
as possible.

Alberta Health Services H1N1 immunization clinics currently continue to
target high risk groups.  A complete list of the criteria for immunization
eligibility and chronic health conditions are available at the website:
www.albertahealthservices.ca.

Message to Parents

If you respect me,
I will hear you.

If you listen to me,
WI will feel understood.

If you understand me,
I will feel appreciated.

If you appreciate me,
I will know your support.

If you support me as I try new things,
I will become responsible.

When I am responsible ,
I will grow to be independent.

In my independence,
I will respect you and love you all of my life.

Did You Know?The Alberta Foster Parent Association Conference Committee
would like to thank the following

companies and individuals who donated items and cash
donations to our 36th Annual Conference

All Canadian Gear
Annabelle Kootenay
Andrea Kolodychuk
Barrhead Foster Parent Association
Beddington Fo-Pa Group
Betty-Lou Wyness-Boettcher
BD Waterhauling
Calgary Police Association
Canadian Natural
Canuck Amusements
Casino ABS
Christine Walter
Dezerie McCann & Andy Lavoie
Doreen White
Dr. James Parliament
East Support Group
EPCOR
Foxwood Inn & Suites
Fritz & Margaret Wortman
Ironworkers Local 720
Grande Prairie College
Hair at Home Services – Jolene Short
Health Education
Heather Guard
Hinz ( Dan. J. Bourlet)
Holiday Inn Express, Edmonton

Holiday Inn, Calgary, AB
Insurance Bureau of Canada
Jacobs
Jasper Sawridge Hotel
John & Sue Nicholls
Kamena Gallery & Frames Ltd
Krystle Engblom
Linda Krauskopf
Libby Lace
Lynda Knelson
Lynda Telford
Marie & Norm Brownell
Mayfield Inn & Suites
Midland Project Management Inc
Morinville Vision Care
Paulette & Hugh Kopp
Pyramid Corporation
Ralph Welzel
Source Office Furnishings
Standard General Inc.
Sylvia Thompson
Trail Appliances
Trish Brady
United Cycle
Walmart, Drumheller
Yellowhead Casino

We apologize if we have forgotten anyone, please call our office so we can
recognize you in our next edition of the Bridge.

What do elves learn in school?
The elf-abet

What Christmas carol is a favorite of parents?
Silent Night

What do snowmen eat for breakfast?
Frosted Flakes

What kind of bird can write?
A pen-guin

A bit of holiday humour to share with the family
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Alberta Foster Parent Association
36th Annual Conference

November 5-8, 2009

“The Magic of Family”
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Saturday Evening Awards Banquet

Foster Parents of the Year
Alberta Children and Youth Service Workers of the Year

AFPA Lifetime
Membership Awards

AFPA
President’s

Award

15 Years with the AFPA - Executive Director,
Katherine Jones
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REGION 5
Rene Rajotte

We are happy to see most of the harvest in and around our area. Thank goodness for a

hot fall.

We are pleased to announce the winner of two conference registrations from our

region. Deb Proctor’s name was drawn from our collection of names who had attended

various meetings anywhere from support meetings, regional council meetings or our

special meetings with our CEO.

There is a push for recruiting in our region. One of our social workers has been sending

out packages to all different churches informing them on fostering and who to contact if

they are interested. She has also made herself available to speak briefly in the churches

if they are interested, which she has done, and has also involved foster parents of that

church if they want to join her.

During foster parent week there was a pizza party to appreciate foster families. Thank

you everyone for all your hard work.

Our next meeting will be December 7th at 10:30 am at the Wainwright Provincial

Building. Hope to see you all there.

Board Reports - continued from page 4

REGION 6
Linda Krauskopf and Vina McKee

Since June, Edmonton and area Region 6 council have been present at many meetings on

behalf of area foster and adoptive and kinship care homes.  We have been keeping busy

meeting with the PRIU now PRAT (Placement Resource Assessment Team). At these

meetings different items come up; one new one is the new Safety Check List which came

out Oct.1st.  Mediation forms are out and please use them. Issues that can go on the

mediation form are:  support plans, return of a child to a home, any permanency

planning concerns, also included are issues around how or why special rates could be

determined for a specific child.  Please note that financial rates cannot be mediated.

Phone Marj Macleod for more information. (427-7161 - 427-7646)

From meetings with linkages, Recreation and Vacation funds as of July 1 will be the

responsibility of your support worker.  Eyeglasses in Region 6 will be considered over

and above amounts preapproved as necessary.  The Special Rates form should be out as

they are just waiting for Rick Semel to sign off on them.  Also, Child’s Hope was out to

inform us of their launch on October 19th at the TransAlta Barns.  So far they have

recruited 26 new homes; which keeps us at par.  Childs Hope is doing so good that other

Regions are looking at it.

We also had a meeting with Rick Semel about some problems with staff.  He has

informed us that he would like to hear about any problems foster families are having,

but hopes that you will try to clear up any problem at the lower management area.  He

has given us money for the citation banquet which was October 23 at Chateau Louis.

Region Council members worked with the EDFSA on this annual event.  Rick also gave

funding for the AFPA for Region 6 families to help offset cost.

REGION 7
Beverly Towe

Well reality is back, school is in, sports are started, Halloween is here and then

Christmas.

Your regional council is back to work. We are working on transitioning youth to

adulthood and transitioning children between homes.

Our mentorship program is underway. Our regional training retreat will be held in

April, more information to follow. If you have any ideas, name for retreat, training etc.,

please get a hold of us. We welcome your input.

Interest in our society is on the upswing and we are looking forward to meeting and

working with all foster parents in our region in the year to come.

Check out the loop for names and phone numbers, or ask your support worker, they will

let you know how to reach us.

REGION 8
Mary Legeyt

Region 8 has just finished an educational fun-filled weekend retreat which included

foster Parents, kinship, FSCD, adopted parents and biological children.

With the lack of workers it’s been a challenging summer for foster parents and staff.

We have a new Foster Care Support Specialist for the region, her name is Allison

Eastop.

Support groups in Grande Prairie started up again on October 14th and there are many

new ideas to make the meetings fun and informational. The meetings will be the 2nd

Wednesday of each month.

Fairview and High Prairie’s group will also be starting up. Anyone wanting to start a

support group up in our region please get in touch with me and I’ll try to help you.

Have a wonderful holiday season and a very happy New Year.

Peppermint Brownies
Ingredients
· 4 ounces Ghirardelli 100% Cacao Unsweetened Chocolate baking bar, broken

or chopped into 1 inch pieces
· 1 cup unsalted butter
· 3 large eggs
· 2 cups granulated white sugar
· 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
· 1/2 teaspoon peppermint extract
· 1/4 teaspoon salt
· 1 cup all-purpose flour
· 1 (5.32 ounce) bag Ghirardelli Dark Chocolate with White Mint Filling

Squares™, unwrapped
· 4 small candy canes, crushed

Directions
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Spray a 9-inch square baking pan with

cooking spray and dust with flour , tapping out any excess.
In the top of a double boiler or in a heatproof bowl over barely simmering

water, melt the unsweetened chocolate and butter , stirring occasionally
until smooth. Cool to room temperature.

In a large bowl with an electric mixer or whisk, beat the eggs, sugar , vanilla,
peppermint extract, and salt until combined. Beat in the chocolate mix-
ture. Gently stir in the flour . Pour the batter into the prepared pan.

Bake for about 45 minutes, or until a tester inserted into the brownies comes
out clean. Arrange the mint squares on top in one layer and return the
brownies to the oven until they are just melted, about 1 minute. Evenly
spread the chocolate with a spatula and sprinkle with the crushed candy

canes. Cool completely before cutting into 2-inch squares.
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ABORIGINAL SOUTH
Peter Strikes With a Gun

The summer vacation has come to a close. Reflecting on the summer, we can look back

and remember travelling to major Indian celebrations and meeting new friends. We

always feel rewarded when we see our children enjoying these summer events. Pikani

Nation with the New Enhancement Service had coordinated summer programs designed

as community based. A traditional camp was held in July where the elders were

instrumental in teaching and coordinating sacred ceremonies. The feather game

ceremony was held with the offering of health and safety for all our children in care.

There were elder’s presentations of values, social and beliefs. These activities were very

appropriate in enhancing a better understanding between our children in all our

relationships. There has been a very attractive process where the elders as advisors

continue to support other related groups including the youth and the Buffalo Runners

Society. It’s a revised society from our historic times to help overcome the dangers in

our communities. The unity is the success of our children related to the protocol. The

protocol was once demonstrated and respected by all members of the tribe.

The highlight of my report is deserving especially to foster parents. As protocol

required, I did ask for permission to share this information. Hopefully this will

enlighten the thoughts of parents of how precious taking young lives into your home is.

Leroy Black Eyes a former long-time foster parent and past president lost his wife to

diabetes. They had fostered for about 40 years and adopted 7 children. Leroy had

retired due to illness which became severe with kidney failure living on dialysis. One of

the older girls who he adopted offered to donate her kidney as a gift of raising her as

his own child. The miracle is that the organ’s matched and successfully the operation

took place on July 22nd and now Leroy is recovering. So therefore I do believe that there

is an understanding of how important our children are and can help restore our lives in

need.

We did have the Awards night on October 16th. Four children who were adopted into

homes became official as a traditional adoption ceremony was held that night. We

have so much to be grateful for, in our elders for supporting the adoption procedures.

Warm thoughts for the holidays

Rudolph Puzzle Piece PinRudolph Puzzle Piece PinRudolph Puzzle Piece PinRudolph Puzzle Piece PinRudolph Puzzle Piece Pin
Materials:

• You need 3 old puzzle pieces.(2 small & 1 medium size — you can get
these from the same puzzle, just pick through to find smaller and bigger
pieces or you can get the medium sized one from a child’s puzzle and the 2
small from an adult’s puzzle)
• 1 bottle of brown paint (we always use
tempra paint as my daughter is young, but
you can use acrylic paint).
• 2 small wiggly eyes.
• 1 piece of red & green felt.
• craft pin
• one glue gun
• one small bell (optional)

Directions:

• First paint the puzzle pieces brown and let dry.
• Once dry, take the small puzzle pieces and glue them to the larger
one in the corners only.
• Attach the wiggly eyes.
• Cut out a small red circle for the nose and glue. (or use a small red
pom pom instead)
• In the corner of one of Rudolph’s antler make a small holly leaf from
red and green felt.
• On the reverse of medium size puzzle piece, attach the craft pin.

Christmas Is for Love

I explained how he had been my best helper. “I was making you a surprise,” he whispered confidentially. “It’s

for Christmas.” With that, he became embarrassed and dashed from the room. He didn’t stay after school any

more after that.

Finally came the last school day before Christmas. Mark crept slowly into the room late that afternoon with his

hands concealing something behind his back. “I have your present,” he said timidly when I looked up. “I hope

you like it.” He held out his hands, and there lying in his small palms was a tiny wooden box.

“Its beautiful, Mark. Is there something in it?” I asked opening the top to look inside. “

“Oh you can’t see what’s in it,” He replied, “and you can’t touch it, or taste it or feel it, but mother always said

it makes you feel good all the time, warm on cold nights, and safe when you’re all alone.”

I gazed into the empty box. “What is it Mark,” I asked gently, “that will make me feel so good?” “It’s love,” he

whispered softly, “and mother always said it’s best when you give it away.” And he turned and quietly left the

room.

So now I keep a small box crudely made of scraps of wood on the piano in my living room and only smile as

inquiring friends raise quizzical eyebrows when I explain to them that there is love in it.

Yes, Christmas is for gaiety, mirth and song, for good and wondrous gifts. But mostly, Christmas is for love.

by: Author Unknown, Source Unknown

Christmas is for love. It is for joy, for giving and sharing, for laughter, for reuniting with family and friends,

for tinsel and brightly decorated packages. But mostly, Christmas is for love. I had not believed this until a

small elf-like student with wide-eyed innocent eyes and soft rosy cheeks gave me a wondrous gift one

Christmas.

Mark was an 11 year old orphan who lived with his aunt, a bitter middle aged woman greatly annoyed with the

burden of caring for her dead sister’s son. She never failed to remind young Mark, if it hadn’t been for her

generosity, he would be a vagrant, homeless waif. Still, with all the scolding and chilliness at home, he was a

sweet and gentle child.

I had not noticed Mark particularly until he began staying after class each day (at the risk of arousing his

aunt’s anger, I later found) to help me straighten up the room. We did this quietly and comfortably, not

speaking much, but enjoying the solitude of that hour of the day. When we did talk, Mark spoke mostly of his

mother. Though he was quite small when she died, he remembered a kind, gentle, loving woman, who always spent

much time with him.

As Christmas drew near however, Mark failed to stay after school each day. I looked forward to his coming,

and when the days passed and he continued to scamper hurriedly from the room after class, I stopped him one

afternoon and asked why he no longer helped me in the room. I told him how I had missed him, and his large

gray eyes lit up eagerly as he replied, “Did you really miss me?”
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CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP
1. Department Foster Home Member:  children are placed through the department.
2. Agency Foster Home Member:  children are placed through an agency.
3. Support Member:  friends of foster care who are not foster parents.
4. Associate Member:  individual government staff members in the Department of Family and Social

Services or a staff member of a partnering agency.
5. Honorary Member:  appointed lifetime members of the AFPA (fee waived).

Added reasons to join the AFPA:
Special pricing is available to AFPA Members at The Brick and West Edmonton Mall (Choice Passes). AFPA Members also save 5.5 cents per litre off gas at
Hughes Car Wash and Gas Diesel Bar with a Hughes card.

INDICATE CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP WITH X IN THE
CORRECT BOX

PLEASE MARK X IN THE
APPROPRIATE BOX

q NEW
q RENEW

MEMBERSHIP  APPLICA TION
January 1, 2010 -December 31, 2010

NAME

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY      PROVINCE

POSTAL CODE

TELEPHONE

DATE

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL AREAS
TO ENSURE ACCURATE INFORMATION TYPE OR PRINT

RETURN FORM AND MEMBERSHIP FEE TO:
Alberta Foster Parent Association

9750 - 35 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 6J6
Local phone (780) 429-9923

Phone: 1-800-667-2372 -Provincial          Fax: (780) 426-7151

q        DEPARTMENT FOSTER HOME
Regional Authority Name
Regional Authority Number
Classification

q AGENCY FOSTER HOME
Name of Agency

q ASSOCIATE MEMBER
q SUPPORT MEMBER
q HONORARY MEMBER

Method of Payment
q MASTERCARD q VISA
q CASH q       CHEQUE

Expiry Date

Credit Card Number

Authorized Signature

The membership fee is $50.00 per household per year (one card for each parent will be issued).  A fee of $10.00 will be charged for all NSF
cheques.  If  you would like your membership card laminated, please enclose an additional $0.75 per card.

� �

� � �

�

�

�

CANADIAN FOSTER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
Donor Membership Application
April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010

New Member:  Renewal:

Foster Family: Social Worker: Other:

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________

City/Town:___________________Prov ./Terr:______________Post al Code:_____________

Phone: (     ) ___________________          Fax/Email:_______________________________

Family Membership Fee:   $20.00  or   $100.00 for 6 years:
Method of payment:

Cheque: Visa/MC#          _______________________________ Expiry Date____________

Money Order:

A Receipt for Income Tax Purposes Will Be Issued
– Revenue Canada #137467726 RR0001

Mail this form and membership fee to:

CANADIAN FOSTER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
c/o Sharon Joyal
Membership Chair
Box 1 Group 25 RR2
Ste Anne, Manitoba   R5H 1R2


